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Calendar No. 577
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[Report No. 105-334]

To support programs of grants to States to address the assistive technology
needs of individuals with disabilities, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

SEPTEMBER 2 (legislative day, AucusT 31), 1998
Mr. JEFFORDS (for himself, Mr. HArxiN, Mr. BonD, Mr. Kerry, Mr.
McCoNNELL, Ms. ConriNs, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. REED, Mr. F'rIST, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. WELLSTONE, Mr. WARNER, Mr. DoDD,
Mr. FaircrLoTH, and Mr. FORD) introduced the following bill; which was
read twice and referred to the Committee on Labor and Human Re-
sources
SEPTEMBER 15, 1998
Reported by Mr. JEFFORDS, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To support programs of grants to States to address the
assistive technology needs of individuals with disabilities,
and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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cetves asststatee throneh a erant avarded under this see-
o teport Hitt doettetts the prostess of the State oF entie
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SEC: 104 STATE GRANTS FOR PROTECGCTION AND ABDVOCACY

REEATED TO ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY:
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retary shall make a erant v an amount of not more
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sertbed 1 paraeraph () exeeeds the total amount se
steh retatte system within o State from bethe re-
draeed to less than the mintmuam allotment for a sys-
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to a system for any fiseal year pursuant to the pre-
& erant ander this seetion shall anntally prepare and sub-
18wt 1o the Seeretary o veport that eomtatis soeh blorim-
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tHes who represent a vartety of ages and ypes
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alter ehetbthty for a benefit or service; under any other
Seeretary 13 anthorized to fund a technieal assistanee pro-

*S 2432 RS



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

92

reeetve & erant or enter ito a eontract or eoop-

*S 2432 RS



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

e <
W N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

93
and

tares:

*S 2432 RS

tethoett aeent et s o dinetoste tool for



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N PP

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R e
5E W N B O © 0 N O O A W N B O

*S 2432 RS




© 00 N O O B~ W N P

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R e
5E W N B O © 0 N O O A W N L O

95

*S 2432 RS

proaches to—

Hess



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

N N DN DN DD P PP P PPk PR PP
o A WO N P O ©W 00 N O O b W N B O

96

*S 2432 RS



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N PP

N N DN DN DD P PP PPk PR PP
o A WO N P O ©W 00 N O O b W N B O

*S 2432 RS

hnolosy devices and  assist

D



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

e <
W N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

*S 2432 RS



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

99
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atd Human Resotrees of the Senate; a report that—
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2 RIERS COMPLIANCE BOARD.

11 sueh pubhe and private entittes as the decess Board deter-
12 mnes to be appropriate fneludine the electronie and -
18 of 1943 and
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18 SEC. 212. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND UNIVERSAL DE-

19 SIGN.
20 7 By Gtkrab—Fhe Preector of the Nettotd e

24 the sStevenson-—Wedler Teehnoloey Innovation Aet of 1930
25 H5 s 3B e s to protiote techhotoes transter that
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24 cotpe a compendinm of enrrent and projected Fed-
25 ettt haborators technoloetes and projects that have

e I
w N P

*S 2432 RS



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N PP

N N DN DN DD DN P PP PPk PR PR
o A W N P O ©W 00 N O 0o b W N B O

112
ot wil have an ttended or recoentzed Hmpaet on the
SEC. 213. UNIVERSAL DESIGN IN PRODUCTS AND THE
BUILT ENVIRONMENT.
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needs:
SEC. 215. TRAINING PERTAINING TO REHABILITATION EN-
GINEERS AND TECHNICIANS:
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10 £33 to desten; develop; and dissemttate enrrien-
13 paracraphs (4 and (2

14 SEC. 216. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY TAXONOMY.

15 o STEPY—The Seeretary may; direety or (f pee-
16 essatst by etttertte Hito cottiaets of cooperative aotees
17 ments with appropriate entities; conduet a study to deter-
18 e the benefits of and obstaeles to implementine
20 technology taxonomy developed by the Department:

21 $ Rerorr—Neot kater than Deeember 315 1999
22 the Seetetmes shalt prepate and subintt to the Cotrittee

N
w

24 pesertrtives aid the Cottttee on Frtbor and Hen Re-
25 somrees of the Setptte o report that contains iormaiion
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SEG: 217 PRESIDENTS COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT OF
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.
1 the development and eoordination of a task
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TITEE HH-ALTERNATIVE
FINANCING MECHANISMS
1 & low—interest loan fand:
H w dort errraitee of Hsteatee prootats
5} & prograin operated by a parthership among
teehnoloey serviees; or
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and eontrol:
that—
e the He of the proeram; will be placed 1 =
earttes 1 which a reerlated msurance eompany
frnds with the same jadement and eare that a
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4 {6} an asstranee that—

10 aeertes on or dertves from sueh fands after
11 steh funds have been placed under the eontrol
12 of the oreanization administerine the alter-
16 Frot aehttristeriie the proota and

17 {1 an assurance that the pereentage of the
18 fands made avatlable throueh the erant that i used
19 for tdhreet costs shal ot exeeed 31 pereent

20 ey bpar—The mnterest and meome desertbed
21 subseetion hHEHBT shall not be taken to aceount by
22wy offteetr of emplovee of the Federd Governtrent for
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eommunity-based oreanization that enters mto a contract
{or i the Seeretary does not establish & schedule; within

5 A procedure to review and proeess m a

Hoihilite and determination of the speeific assist
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priated to earts out this ttle $25;000:000 for fisend venr
trder stbseetton o for a fisead vear; the Seeretary shal
TITLE IV—REPEAL AND
CONEORMING AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TrrLE.—This Act may be cited as the “As-
sistive Technology Act of 1998

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for
this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings and purposes.
Sec. 3. Definitions and rule.
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TITLE I—STATE GRANT PROGRAMS

Continuity grants for States that received funding for a limited period
for technology-related assistance.

State challenge grants.

Supplementary millennium grants to States for State and local capac-
1ty bwalding.

State grants for protection and advocacy related to assistive technology.

Administrative provisions.

Technical assistance program.

Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE II—NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Subtitle A—Rehabilitation Act of 1973

. Coordination of Federal research efforts.
. National Council on Disability.
. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board.

Subtitle B—Other National Activities

. Small business incentives.

. Technology transfer and universal design.

. Unwversal design wn products and the built environment.

. Outreach.

. Training pertaining to rehabilitation engineers and technicians.

. Assistive technology taxonomy.

7. President’s Committee on Employment of People With Disabilities.
. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE III—ALTERNATIVE FINANCING MECHANISMS

General authority.

Amount of grants.

Applications and procedures.

Contracts with community-based organizations.
Grant administration requirements.
Information and technical assistance.

Annual report.

Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE IV—REPEAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS

Repeal.
Conforming amendments.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Disability is a natural part of the human ex-

perience and i no way diminishes the right of indi-

viduals to—
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(A) live independently;

(B) enjoy self-determination and make
choices;

(C) benefit from an education;

(D) pursue meaningful careers; and

(E) enjoy full inclusion and integration in
the economic, political, social, cultural, and edu-
cational mainstream of society n the United

States.

(2) Technology has become 1 of the primary en-
gines for economic actwity, education, and innova-
tion wn the Nation, and throughout the world. The
commitment of the United States to the development
and utilization of technology 1s 1 of the mawn factors
underlying the strength and vibrancy of the economy
of the United States.

(3) As technology has come to play an increas-
mgly important role in the lives of all persons in the
Unated States, in the conduct of business, in the func-
tioning of government, in the fostering of communica-
tion, 1 the conduct of commerce, and in the provi-
ston of education, its impact upon the lives of the
more than 50,000,000 individuals with disabilities in
the Unated States has been comparable to its impact

upon the remainder of the citizens of the United
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States. Any development in mainstream technology
would have profound implications for indiwviduals
with disabilities in the United States.

(4) Substantial progress has been made in the
development of assistive technology devices, including
adaptations to existing devices that facilitate activi-
ties of daily living, that significantly benefit individ-
uals with disabilities of all ages. Such devices and ad-
aptations increase the involvement of such individuals
m, and reduce expenditures associated with, programs
and activities such as early intervention, education,
rehabilitation and training, employment, residential
liwing, independent lhiving, and recreation programs
and activities, and other aspects of daily living.

(5) All States have comprehensive statewide pro-
grams of technology-related assistance. Federal sup-
port for such programs should continue, strengthening
the capacity of each State to assist individuals with
disabilities of all ages with their assistive technology
needs.

(6) Notwithstanding the efforts of such State pro-
grams, there 1s still a lack of—

(A) resources to pay for assistive technology

devices and assistive technology services;
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(B) trained personnel to assist individuals
with disabilities to use such devices and services;

(C) information among targeted individuals
about the availability and potential benefit of
technology for indiwviduals with disabilities;

(D) outreach to underrepresented popu-
lations and rural populations;

(E) systems that ensure timely acquisition
and deliwvery of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services;

(F) coordination among State human serv-
1ces programs, and between such programs and
private entities, particularly with respect to
transitions between such programs and entities;
and

(G) capacity in such programs to provide
the necessary technology-related assistance.

(7) In the current technological environment, the
line of demarcation between assistive technology and
mawnstream technology 1s becoming ever more dif-
Sicult to draw.

(8) Many individuals with disabilities cannot
access existing telecommunications and information
technologies and are at risk of not being able to access

developing technologies. The failure of Federal and
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State governments, hardware manufacturers, software
designers, information systems managers, and tele-
communications service providers to account for the
specific needs of indwiduals with disabilities in the
design, manufacture, and procurement of tele-
communications and information technologies results
m the exclusion of such individuals from the use of
telecommunications and information technologies and
results in unnecessary costs associated with the retro-
Jfitting of devices and product systems.

(9) There are insufficient incentives for Federal
contractors and other manufacturers of technology to
address the application of technology advances to
meet the needs of individuals with disabilities of all
ages for assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services.

(10) The use of universal design principles re-
duces the meed for many specific kinds of assistive
technology devices and assistive technology services by
buwilding i accommodations for individuals with dis-
abilities before rather than after production. The use
of universal design principles also increases the likeli-
hood that products (including services) will be com-
patible with existing assistive technologies. These

principles are increasingly important to enhance ac-
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cess 1o information technology, telecommunications,
transportation, physical structures, and consumer
products. There are insufficient incentives for com-
mercial manufacturers to incorporate universal de-
sign principles into the design and manufacturing of
technology products, including devices of daily living,
that could expand thewr ymmediate use by individuals
with disabilities of all ages.

(11) There are insufficient incentives for com-
mercial purswit of the application of technology de-
vices to meet the needs of indiwviduals with disabil-
ities, because of the perception that such individuals
constitute a limated market.

(12) At the Federal level, the Federal Labora-
tories, the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, and other similar entities do not recognize
the value of, or commait resources on an ongoing basis
to, technology transfer initiatives that would benefit,
and especially increase the independence of, individ-
uals with disabilities.

(13) At the Federal level, there is a lack of co-
ordination among agencies that provide or pay for
the provision of assistive technology devices and as-
sistive technology services. In addition, the Federal

Government does not provide adequate assistance and
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mformation with respect to the quality and use of as-
sistwe technology devices and assistive technology
services to targeted individuals.

(14) There are changes in the delivery of assist-
we technology devices and assistive technology serv-
1ces, including—

(A) the tvmpact of the increased prevalence
of managed care entities as payors for assistive
technology devices and assistive technology serv-
1ces;

(B) an increased focus on universal design;

(C) the increased 1mportance of assistive
technology i employment, as more individuals
with disabilities move from public assistance to
work through traiming and on-the-job accom-
modations;

(D) the role and impact that new tech-
nologies have on how indiwviduals with disabil-
vtres will learn about, access, and participate in
programs or services that will affect their lives;
and

(E) the increased role that telecommuni-
cations play wn education, employment, health
care, and social activities.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act are—
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(1) to provide financial assistance to States to
undertake activities that assist each State in main-
taiming and strengtheming a permanent comprehen-
swe  statewide program of technology-related assist-
ance, for individuals with disabilities of all ages, that
18 designed to—

(A) increase the availability of, funding for,
access to, and provision of, assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services;

(B) wncrease the active involvement of indi-
viduals with disabilities and thewr family mem-
bers, guardians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives, in the maintenance, 1mprovement,
and evaluation of such a program;

(C) increase the involvement of individuals
with disabilities and, if appropriate, thewr fam-
wly members, guardians, advocates, and author-
1zed representatives, in decisions related to the
provision of assistive technology devices and as-
sistive technology services;

(D) increase the provision of outreach to
underrepresented populations and rural popu-
lations, to enable the 2 populations to enjoy the
benefits of activities carried out under this Act

to the same extent as other populations;
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(E) increase and promote coordination
among State agencies, between State and local
agencies, among local agencies, and between
State and local agencies and private entities
(such as managed care providers), that are in-
volved or are eligible to be involved in carrying
out activities under this Act;

(F)(7) wncrease the awareness of laws, regu-
lations, policies, practices, procedures, and orga-
nizational structures, that facilitate the avail-
ability or provision of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services; and

(i1) facilitate the change of laws, regula-
tions, policies, practices, procedures, and organi-
zational structures, to obtain increased availabil-
ity or provision of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services;

(G) increase the probability that individ-
uals with disabilities of all ages will, to the ex-
tent appropriate, be able to secure and maintain
possession of assistive technology devices as such
wmdwiduals make the transition between services
offered by human service agencies or between set-
tings of daily living (for example, between home

and work);
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(H) enhance the skills and competencies of
mdwiduals imvolved in providing assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology services;

(1) increase awareness and knowledge of the
benefits of assistive technology devices and assist-
we technology services among targeted individ-
uals;

(JJ) increase the awareness of the needs of
mdwiduals with disabilities of all ages for as-
sistive technology devices and for assistive tech-
nology services; and

(K) increase the capacity of public agencies
and private entities to provide and pay for as-
sistwe technology devices and assistive technology
services on a statewide basis for individuals with
disabilities of all ages;

(2) to identify Federal policies that facilitate

payment for assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services, to identify those Federal policies
that impede such payment, and to eliminate inappro-

priate barriers to such payment; and

(3) to enhance the ability of the Federal Govern-

ment to—

(A) provide States with financial assistance

that supports—
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(1) information and public awareness
programs relating to the provision of assist-
we  technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services;

(11) improved interagency and public-
private coordination, especially  through
new and vmproved policies, that result in
mereased availability of assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services;
and

(111) technical assistance and training
m the provision or use of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
1ces; and
(B) fund national, regional, State, and

local targeted initiatives that promote under-
standing of and access to assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services for tar-
geted indwiduals.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS AND RULE.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:
(1) Abvocacy SERVICES.—The term “advocacy
services”, except as used as part of the term “protec-
tion and advocacy services”, means services provided

to assist individuals with disabilities and their fam-
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wly members, guardians, advocates, and authorized
representatives in accessing assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services.

(2) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY.—The term “assist-
we technology” means technology designed to be uti-
lized wn an assistive technology device or assistive
technology service.

(3) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY DEVICE.—The term
“assistive technology device” means any item, piece of
equipment, or product system, whether acquired com-
mercially, modified, or customized, that is used to in-
crease, maintain, or improve functional capabilities
of indwviduals with disabilities.

(4) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SERVICE.—The term
“assistive technology service” means any service that
directly assists an indwidual with a disability wn the
selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology
device. Such term includes—

(A4) the evaluation of the assistive tech-
nology needs of an indwvidual with a disability,
mceluding a functional evaluation of the 1mpact
of the provision of appropriate assistive tech-
nology and appropriate services to the individ-
ual i the customary environment of the individ-

ual;
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(B) services consisting of purchasing, leas-
g, or otherwise providing for the acquisition of
assistive technology devices by individuals with
disabilities;

(C) services consisting of selecting, design-
g, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying,
maintaining, repairing, or replacing assistive
technology devices;

(D) coordination and use of mnecessary
therapies, interventions, or services with assistive
technology devices, such as therapies, interven-
tions, or services associated with education and
rehabilitation plans and programs;

(E) training or technical assistance for an
mdiwidual with disabilities, or, where appro-
priate, the family members, guardians, advo-
cates, or authorized representatives of such an
mdwidual; and

(F) training or technical assistance for pro-
Jesstonals (including individuals providing edu-
cation and rehabilitation services), employers, or
other individuals who provide services to, em-
ploy, or are otherwise substantially involved in
the major life functions of individuals with dis-

abilities.
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(5) CAPACITY BUILDING AND ADVOCACY ACTIVI-
TIES.—The term “capacity buwilding and advocacy ac-
tivities” means efforts that—

(A) result wn laws, requlations, policies,
practices, procedures, or organizational struc-
tures that promote consumer-responsive pro-
grams or entities; and

(B) facilitate and increase access to, provi-
sion of, and funding for, assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services,

m order to empower indwiduals with disabilities to
achieve greater independence, productivity, and inte-
gration and inclusion within the community and the
workforce.

(6) COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE PROGRAM OF
TECHNOLOGY-RELATED — ASSISTANCE.—The  term
“comprehensive statewide program of technology-re-
lated assistance” means a consumer-responsive pro-
gram of technology-related assistance for individuals
with disabilities, implemented by a State, and equal-
ly available to all indwiduals with disabilities resid-
g in the State, regardless of their type of disability,
age, income level, or location of residence in the State,
or the type of assistive technology device or assistive

technology service required.
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(7) CONSUMER-RESPONSIVE.—The term “con-

sumer-responsive”’—

(A) with regard to policies, means that the

policies are consistent with the principles of—

(1) respect for individual dignity, per-
sonal responsibility, self-determination, and
pursuit of meaningful careers, based on in-
Jormed choice, of individuals with disabil-
ities;

(11) respect for the privacy, rights, and
equal access (including the use of accessible
Jormats) of such individuals;

(111) nclusion, ntegration, and full
participation of such indiwviduals i society;

(1) support for the involvement in de-
cisions of a family member, a guardian, an
advocate, or an authorized representative, if
an indwidual with a disability requests, de-
sires, or needs such mvolvement; and

(v) support for individual and systems
advocacy and community involvement; and

(B) with respect to an entity, program, or

actiity, means that the entity, program, or ac-

tivity—
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(1) 1s easily accessible to, and usable
by, individuals with disabilities and, when
appropriate, their family members, guard-
wns, advocates, or authorized representa-
tives;

(11) responds to the needs of individ-
wals with disabilities in a timely and ap-
propriate manner; and

(1) facilitates the full and meaningful
participation of individuals with disabil-
wties (including individuals from underrep-
resented populations and rural populations)
and their family members, guardians, advo-
cates, and authorized representatives, in—

(I) decisions relating to the provi-
swon of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services to such in-
dividuals; and

(I1) decisions related to the main-
tenance, improvement, and evaluation
of the comprehensive statewide pro-
gram of technology-related assistance,
mcluding  decisions that affect  advo-
cacy, capacity building, and capacity

bwilding and advocacy activities.
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(8) DISABILITY.—The term “disability” means a
condition of an indiwvidual that s considered to be a
disability or handicap for the purposes of any Fed-
eral law other than this Act or for the purposes of the
law of the State in which the individual resides.

(9) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY; INDIVID-
UALS WITH DISABILITIES.—

(A) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY.—The
term “individual with a disability” means any
mdwidual of any age, race, or ethnicity—

(1) who has a disability; and

(11) who 1s or would be enabled by an
assistive technology device or an assistive
technology service to minimaze deterioration

m functioning, to maintain a level of func-

troning, or to achieve a greater level of func-

tioning in any major life activity.

(B) INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.—The
term “individuals with disabilities” means more

than 1 indwidual with a disability.

(10) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term “institution of higher education” has the mean-
g given such term in section 1201(a) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1141(a)), and in-

cludes a community college receiving funding under
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the Tribally Controlled Community College Assistance

Act of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

(11) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SERVICES.—
The term “protection and advocacy services” means
services that—

(A) are described in part C of the Develop-
mental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights
Act (42 U.S.C. 6041 et seq.), the Protection and
Advocacy for Mentally Il Individuals Act of
1986 (42 U.S.C. 10801 et seq.), or section 509 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and

(B) assist individuals with disabilities with
respect to assistive technology devices and assist-
we technology services.

(12) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means
the Secretary of Education.
(13) STATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Fxcepl as provided in
subparagraph (B) and section 302, the term
“State” means each of the several States of the
Unated States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Unated States
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-

lands.
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1 (B) OUTLYING AREAS.—In sections 101(c),
2 102(c), 103(d), and 104(D):

3 (1) OUTLYING AREA.—The term “outly-
4 mg area” means the United States Virgin
5 Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the
6 Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
7 lands.

8 (i1) STATE—The term “State” does
9 not include the United States Virgin Is-
10 lands, Guam, American Samoa, and the
11 Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
12 lands.
13 (14) TARGETED INDIVIDUALS.—The term “tar-
14 geted individuals” means—
15 (A) individuals with disabilities of all ages
16 and their family members, guardians, advocates,
17 and authorized representatives;
18 (B) individuals who work for public or pri-
19 vate entities (including insurers or managed
20 care providers), that have contact with individ-
21 uals with disabilities;
22 (C) educators and related services personnel;
23 (D) technology experts (including engi-
24 neers);
25 (E) health and allied health professionals;
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(F) employers; and
(G) other appropriate individuals and enti-
ties.

(15) TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE.—The
term “technology-related assistance” means assistance
provided through capacity building and advocacy ac-
twities that accomplish the purposes described i any
of subparagraphs (A) through (K) of section 2(D)(1).
The

(16) UNDERREPRESENTED POPULATION.
term “underrepresented population” means a popu-
lation that s typically underrepresented in service
provision, and includes populations such as persons
who have low-incidence disabilities, persons who are
minorities, poor persons, persons with limited-English
proficiency, older individuals, or persons from rural
areas.

(17) UNIVERSAL DESIGN.—~—The term “universal
design” means a concept or philosophy for designing
and delwering products and services that are usable
by people with the widest possible range of functional
capabilities, which include products and services that
are directly usable (without requiring assistive tech-
nologies) and products and services that are made us-

able with assistive technologies.
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(b) REFERENCES.—References in this Act to a provi-
ston of the Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals
With Disabilities Act of 1988 shall be considered to be ref-
erences to such provision as in effect on the day before the

date of enactment of this Act.

TITLE I—STATE GRANT
PROGRAMS

SEC. 101. CONTINUITY GRANTS FOR STATES THAT RE-
CEIVED FUNDING FOR A LIMITED PERIOD
FOR TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE.
(a) GRANTS TO STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award
grants, n accordance with this section, to eligible
States to support capacity building and advocacy ac-
tivities, designed to assist the States in maintaining
permanent comprehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance that accomplish the purposes
described in section 2(b)(1).

(2) ELIGIBLE STATES.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this section a State shall be a State
that receiwved grants for less than 10 years under title
I of the Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals
With Disabilities Act of 1988.

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL—Any State that receives a

grant under this section shall use the funds made

available through the grant to carry out the activities

described in paragraph (2) and may use the funds to

carry out the activities described in paragraph (3).

(2) MANDATORY ACTIVITIES.—

*S 2432 RS

(A) PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The State shall sup-
port a public awareness program designed
to provide information to targeted individ-
uals relating to the availability and benefits
of assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services.

(11) LINK—Such a public awareness
program shall have an electronic link to the
National Public Internet Site authorized
under section 106(c)(1).

(11t) CONTENTS.—The public aware-
ness program may include—

(I) the development and dissemn-
nation of information relating to—

(aa) the nature of assistive

technology devices and assistive

technology services;
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(bb) the appropriateness of,

cost of, availability of, evaluation

of, and access to, assistive tech-

nology devices and assistive tech-

nology services; and

(cc) the benefits of assistive

technology devices and assistive

technology services with respect to

enhancing the capacity of individ-

uals with disabilities of all ages to

perform activities of daily living;

(I1) the development of procedures
for providing divrect communaication be-
tween providers of assistive technology
and targeted individuals; and

(I11) the development and dis-
semanation, to targeted individuals, of
mformation about State efforts related
to assistive technology.

(B) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The State shall de-
velop and promote the adoption of policies
that 1mprove access to assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services for

mdividuals with disabilities of all ages in
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the State and that result in 1mproved co-
ordination among public and priwvate enti-
ties that are responsible or have the author-
ity to be responsible, for policies, proce-
dures, or funding for, or the provision of as-
sistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services to, such individuals.

(11) APPOINTMENT TO CERTAIN INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY PANELS.—The State
shall appoint the director of the lead agency
described in subsection (d) or the designee of
the director, to any committee, council, or
similar organization created by the State to
assist the State in the development of the
wmformation technology policy of the State.

(111) COORDINATION ACTIVITIES.—The
development and promotion described in
clause (v) may include support for—

(I) policies that result in 1m-
proved coordination, including coordi-
nation between public and private en-
tities—

(aa) in the application of

Federal and State policies;
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(bb) in the use of resources

and services relating to the provi-

sion of assistive technology devices

and assistive technology services,

mcluding the use of interagency

agreements; and

(cc) in the improvement of

access to assistive technology de-

vices and assistive  technology

services for individuals with dis-

abilities of all ages in the State;

(II) convening interagency work
groups, 1nvolving public and private
entities, to identify, create, or expand
Junding options, and coordinate access
to funding, for assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services
Jor andwiduals with disabilities of all
ages; or

(I11) documenting and dissema-
nating information about interagency
activities that promote coordination,
mcluding coordination between public

and private entities, with respect to as-
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sistive technology devices and assistive
technology services.

(C) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAIN-

ING.—The State shall carry out directly, or pro-

vide support to public or priwvate entities to

carry out, technical assistance and training ac-

twities for targeted individuals, including—

*S 2432 RS

(1) the development and vmplementa-
tion of laws, requlations, policies, practices,
procedures, or organizational  structures
that promote access to assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services for
mdividuals with disabilities i education,
health care, employment, and community
living contexts, and in other contexts such
as leisure activities and the use of tele-
communications;

(11)(I) the development of training ma-
terials and the conduct of traiming in the
use of assistive technology devices and as-
sistive technology services; and

(II) the provision of technical assist-
ance, including technical assistance con-

cerning how—
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(aa) to consider the needs of an
mdwidual with a disability for assist-
we  technology devices and assistive
technology services in developing any
mdwidualized plan or program au-
thorized under Federal or State law;

(bb) the rights of targeted individ-
uals to assistive technology devices and
assistive  technology services are ad-
dressed under laws other than this Act,
to promote fuller independence, produc-
tivity, and inclusion in and integra-
tion into society of such individuals; or

(cc) to increase consumer partici-
pation wn the identification, planning,
use, delwery, and evaluation of assist-
we  technology devices and assistive
technology services; and

(112) (1) the enhancement of the assistive

technology skills and competencies of—

(aa) individuals who work for
public or private entities (including
msurers and managed care providers),
who have contact with indwiduals

with disabilities;
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(bb) educators and related services
personnel;
(cc) technology experts (including
engineers);
(dd) health and allied health pro-
Jesstonals;
(ee) employers; and
(ff) other appropriate personnel;
and
(II) taking action to facilitate the de-
velopment of standards, or, when appro-
priate, the application of such standards, to
ensure the availability of qualified person-
nel.

(D) OuUrrREACH.—The State shall provide
support to statewide and community-based orga-
nizations that provide assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services to individ-
uals with disabilities or that assist individuals
with disabilities in using assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services, including
a focus on orgamizations assisting individuals
from underrepresented populations and rural
populations. Such support may include outreach

to consumer organizations and groups in the
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State to coordinate efforts (including self-help,
support group activities, and peer mentoring) to
assist andwviduals with disabilities of all ages
and their family members, guardians, advocates,
or authorized representatives, to obtain funding
Jor, access to, and information on evaluation of
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services.

(3) DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES.—

(A) ALTERNATIVE STATE-FINANCED SYS-
TEMS.—The State may support activities to in-
crease access to, and funding for, assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology services,
mecluding—

(1) the development of systems that
provide assistive technology devices and as-
sistiwe  technology services to indiwviduals
with disabilities of all ages, and that pay
Jor such devices and services, such as—

(I) the development of systems for
the purchase, lease, other acquisition,
or payment for the provision, of assist-
we technology devices and assistive

technology services; or
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(II) the establishment of alter-
native State or privately financed sys-
tems of subsidies for the provision of
assistive technology devices and assist-
we technology services, such as—

(aa) a low-interest loan fund;

(bb) an interest buy-down
Program;

(cc) a revolving loan fund;

(dd) a loan guarantee or in-
Surance program;

(ee) a program operated by a
partnership among private enti-
ties for the purchase, lease, or
other acquisition of assistive tech-
nology devices or assistiwe tech-
nology services; or

(ff) another mechanism that
meets the requirements of title 111
and 1s approved by the Secretary;

(11) the short-term loan of assistive
technology devices to individuals, employers,
public agencies, or public accommodations
seeking strategies to comply with the Ameri-

cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
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URS.C. 12101 et seq.) and section 504 of the

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794);

or

(111) the maintenance of information
about, and recycling centers for, the redis-
tribution of assistive technology devices and
equipment, which may include redistribu-
tion through device and equipment loans,
rentals, or gifts.

(B) DEMONSTRATIONS.—The State, in col-
laboration with other entities in established, rec-
ognized community settings (such as nonprofit
organizations, libraries, schools, community-
based employer organizations, churches, and en-
tities operating senior citizen centers, shopping
malls, and health clinics), may demonstrate as-
sistive technology devices wn settings where tar-
geted indwiduals can see and try out assistive
technology devices, and learn more about the de-
vices from personnel who are familiar with such
devices and thewr applications or can be referred
to other entities who have information on the de-
vices.

(C) OPTIONS FOR SECURING DEVICES AND

SERVICES.—The State, through public agencies
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or nonprofit organizations, may support assist-
ance to indwiduals with disabilities and their
Jamily members, guardians, advocates, and au-
thorized representatives about options for secur-
g assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services that would meet individual
needs for such assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services. Such —assistance
shall not include direct payment for an assistive
technology device.

(D) TECHNOLOGY-RELATED  INFORMA-

TION.
(1) IN GENERAL.—The State may oper-

ate and expand a system for public access
to information concerning an activity car-
ried out under another paragraph of this
subsection, including information about as-
sistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services, funding sources and costs of
such devices and services, and indwviduals,
organizations, and agencies capable of car-
rying out such an actwity for individuals
with disabilities. The system shall be part
of, and complement the information that is

available through a link to, the National
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Public Internet Site described in  section
106(c)(1).

(1) ACCESS.—Access to the system
may be provided through community-based
locations, including public libraries, centers
Jor independent living (as defined in section
702 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973), loca-
tions of community rehabilitation programs
(as defined in section 7 of such Act),
schools, senior citizen centers, State wvoca-
tional rehabilitation offices, other State
workforce offices, and other locations fre-
quented or used by the public.

(111) INFORMATION COLLECTION AND
PREPARATION.—In operating or expanding
a system described in subparagraph (A), the
State may—

(1) develop, compile, and cat-
eqorize print, large print, braille,
audio, and video materials, computer
disks, compact discs (including com-
pact discs  formatted with read-only
memory), information in alternative
Jormats that can be used in telephone-

based information systems, and mate-
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rials using such other media as techno-
logical innovation may make appro-
priate;

(I1) identify and classify funding
sources for obtaining assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology
services, and the conditions of and cri-
teria for access to such sowrces, includ-
g any funding mechanisms or strate-
gies developed by the State;

(I11) identify support groups and
systems designed to help individuals
with disabilities make effective use of
an activity carried out under another
paragraph of this subsection, including
groups that provide evaluations of as-
sistive technology devices and assistive
technology services; and

(IV) maintarn a record of the ex-
tent to which citizens of the State use
or make iquiries of the system estab-
lished in clause (1), and of the nature

of such imquiries.

(E) INTERSTATE ACTIVITIES.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The State may enter
mto  cooperative agreements with  other
States to expand the capacity of the States
mvolved to assist indwiduals with disabil-
wties of all ages to learn about, acquire, use,
maintain, adapt, and upgrade assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services that such individuals need at home,
at school, at work, or in other environments
that are part of daily living.

(11) FKLECTRONIC COMMUNICATION.—
The State may operate or participate in an
electronic  information exchange through
which the State may communicate with
other States to gain technical assistance in
a timely fashion and to avoid the duplica-
tion of efforts alrveady undertaken in other
States.

(F) PARTNERSHIPS AND COOPERATIVE INI-

TIATIVES.—The State may support partnerships

and cooperative initiatives between the public

sector and the private sector to promote greater

participation by business and industry in—

*S 2432 RS
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(i) the development, demonstration,
and dissemination of assistive technology
devices; and

(11) the ongoing provision of informa-
tion about new products to assist individ-
uals with disabilities.

(G) ExPENSES.—The State may pay for ex-
penses, including travel expenses, and services,
mceluding services of qualified interpreters, read-
ers, and personal care assistants, that may be
necessary to ensure access to the comprehensive
statewide program of technology-related assist-
ance by indwiduals with disabilities who are de-
termined by the State to be in financial need
and not eligible for such payments or services
through another public agency or private entity.

(H) Apvocacy SERVICES.—The State may
provide advocacy services.

(¢) AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—

(1) GRANTS TO OUTLYING AREAS.—From the
Junds appropriated under section 107(a) and reserved
under clause (1) of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of
section 107(b)(1) for any fiscal year for grants under

this section, the Secretary shall make a grant in an

*S 2432 RS
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amount of not more than $105,000 to each eligible
outlying area.

(2) GRANTS TO STATES.—From the funds de-
seribed wn paragraph (1) that are not used to make
grants under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall make
grants to States in accordance with the requirements

described in paragraph (3).
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(3) CALCULATION OF STATE GRANTS.—

(A) CALCULATIONS FOR GRANTS IN THE
SECOND OR THIRD YEAR OF A SECOND EXTEN-
SION GRANT.—For any fiscal year, the Secretary
shall calculate the amount of a grant under
paragraph (2) for each eligible State that would
be in the second or third year of a second exten-
sion grant made under section 103 of the Tech-
nology-Related Assistance for Individuals With
Disabilities Act of 1988, if that Act had been re-
authorized for that fiscal year, in accordance
with section 103(¢)(2) of such Act.

(B) CALCULATIONS FOR GRANTS IN THE
FOURTH OR FIFTH YEAR OF A SECOND EXTEN-
SION GRANT.—

(1) FOURTH YEAR.—An eligible State
that would have been in the fourth year of

a second extension grant made under sec-

*S 2432 RS
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tion 103 of the Technology-Related Assist-

ance for Indwiduals With Disabilities Act
of 1988 during a fiscal year, if that Act had
been reauthorized for that fiscal year, shall
receive under paragraph (2) a grant in an
amount equal to 75 percent of the funding
that the State received in the prior fiscal
year under section 103 of that Act or under
this section, as appropriate.

(11) FIFTH YEAR—An eligible State
that would have been in the fifth year of a
second extension grant made under section
103 of the Technology-Related Assistance for
Indiwviduals With Disabilities Act of 1988
during a fiscal year, if that Act had been
reauthorized for that fiscal year, shall re-
cewe under paragraph (2) a grant in an
amount equal to 667/ percent of the funding
that the State received n the prior fiscal
year under section 103 of that Act or under
this section, as appropriate.
(C) ADDITIONAL STATES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this
paragraph, the Secretary shall treat a State

described in clause (11)—
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1 (I) for fiscal years 1999 through
2 2001, as if the State were a State de-
3 seribed in subparagraph (A); and

4 (I1) for fiscal year 2002 or 2003,
5 as if the State were a State described
6 m clause (1) or (1), respectively, of
7 subparagraph (B).

8 (in) StATE—A State referred to in
9 clause (v) shall be a State that—

10 (I) in fiscal year 1998, was in the
11 second year of an nitial extension
12 grant made under section 103 of the
13 Technology-Related Assistance for In-
14 dwiduals  With  Disabilities Act  of
15 1988; and

16 (I1I) meets such terms and condi-
17 tions as the Secretary shall determine
18 to be appropriate.

19 (d) LEAD AGENCY.—

20 (1) IDENTIFICATION.

21 (A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
22 a grant under this section, a State shall des-
23 wnate a lead agency to carry out appropriate
24 State functions under this section. The lead
25 agency shall be the current agency (as of the date

*S 2432 RS
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of submission of the application supplement de-
scribed in - subsection (e)) administering the
grant awarded to the State for fiscal year 1998
under title I of the Technology-Related Assist-
ance for Indiwviduals With Disabilities Act of
1988, except as provided n subparagraph (B).

(B) CHANGE IN AGENCY.—~—The Governor
may change the lead agency if the Governor
shows good cause to the Secretary why the des-
wnated lead agency should be changed, in the
application supplement described in subsection
(e), and obtains approval of the supplement.

(2) DUTIES OF THE LEAD AGENCY.—The duties

of the lead agency shall include—

(A) submatting the application supplement
described in subsection (e) on behalf of the State;

(B) administering and supervising the use
of amounts made available under the grant re-
cewed by the State under this section;

(C)(1) coordinating efforts related to, and
supervising the preparation of, the application
supplement described in su